The Helvetu                         229
upon the river, transporting their wagons and their families Three quarters of them were on the other side The Tigunni from Zurich, the most warlike of their tribes, were still on the left bank The Tigu-rmi had destroyed the army of Longmus, and on them the first retribution fell Csesar cut them to pieces A single day sufficed to throw a bridge over the Sa8ne, and the Helvetu, who had looked for nothing less than to be pursued by six Roman legions, begged for peace. They were willing, they said, to go to any part of the country which Caesar would assign to them, and they reminded him that they might be dangerous, if pushed to extremities Caesar knew that they were dangerous He had followed them because he knew it He said that they must letuin the way that they had come They must pay for the mjuiies which they had inflicted on the JEdui, and they must give him hostages for their obedience The fierce mountameeis replied that they had been more used to demand hostages than to give them, and confident in their numbers, and in their secret allies among the Gauls, they maiched on through the JEduan temtones up the level banks of the SaOne, thence striking west towards Autun
Caesar had no cavalry, but every Gaul could ride, and he raised a few thousand horse among his supposed allies These he meant to employ to harass the Helvetian march, but they were secret traitors, under the influence of Dumnonx, and they fled at the fiist encounter The Helvetu had thus the country at their mercy, and they laid it waste as they went, a day's march in advance of the Romans So long as they kept by the nver, Csesar's stores accompanied him m barges He did not choose to let the Helvetu